
CAAR 
Community Action Against Racism 
 
 
 
Background: 
On March 22, 2011, Clear Channel owned radio station 101.3 KDWB 
aired a racist parody called “30 Hmongs in a House.” It was a blatantly 
offensive, inaccurate and racist song about Hmong families, women and 
teenagers. 
 
For more than two weeks after the song aired, the community organized 
around a response to the KDWB incident and they enlisted operational 
support from TakeAction Minnesota. The community quickly gained 
enough momentum with coalition partners and individual members that 
on April 20, 2011, they resurrected CAAR. TakeAction Minnesota 
continued to be a strong coalition partner, along with several other allies. 
 
We asked the radio station to meet with us and our partner, the Hmong 

18 Council, and they agreed. A discussion happened on Monday, May 16 in which we all discussed ways to move 
forward together and heal. CAAR is committed to sustaining a positive relationship with KDWB and monitoring the 
progress that CAAR hopes will continue to be positive for the radio station and the community. 
 
Our Mission: 
CAAR wants to make clear to 101.3 KDWB (and Clear Channel Communications) that it is wrong to use the public 
airwaves to spread negative ethnic and racial stereotypes. The meeting between CAAR, Hmong 18 Council and 
KDWB resulted in the following next steps: 
 

• KDWB invited attendees to submit names of qualified Hmong American candidates to join its Local Advisory 
Board.  This Board seeks input about critical issues impacting local communities, and it designates specially 
produced programming, corporate sponsorship and volunteer initiatives based on this input. In late July 
2011, Paul Yang, an educator and lawyer of Hmong American descent, was appointed to serve on the Local 
Advisory Board. 

• KDWB reaffirmed its continued commitment to a diverse workplace.  Attendees discussed possible 
employment opportunities, as well as ideas about how to expand the reach of KDWB career postings to 
attract additional qualified candidates from diverse backgrounds, including posting Clear Channel Twin 
Cities metro job announcements in ethnic media.  KDWB would continue to inform its Local Advisory Board 
on progress in maintaining a diverse workforce, especially hiring interns of color. 

• KDWB agreed to enhance its staff training to include education about the Hmong American community and 
to explore working with community agencies to broaden education on multiculturalism. KDWB invited 
suggestions from the Hmong 18 Council and CAAR about organizations and businesses that offer such 
trainings.  

• Through the Hmong American representative on the Local Advisory Board, KDWB will seek input about 
issues of importance to the Hmong American community that may benefit from PSAs and community-
focused programming, including planned programming to recognize the Hmong contribution to the U.S. war 
effort in Vietnam. The diversity of KDWB’s Local Advisory Board contributes to the station’s understanding 
of issues impacting communities of color. During Memorial Day weekend 2011, KDWB aired on numerous 
occasions two public service announcements about the Hmong contribution to the Vietnam War. CAAR also 
participated in a 30-minute in-studio interview with Lee Valsvik for the Twin Cities Insights radio segment 
which aired that weekend on all Clear Channel owned stations in the Twin Cities. The interview talked about 
racism, the incident on KDWB, Hmong veterans and Hmong women. 



 
Who is CAAR: 
In 1998, the original founding of CAAR occurred after 92 KQRS spewed hateful and racist comments about the 
Hmong community. When reporting about how a 13-year-old Hmong girl from Wisconsin gave birth and then hid the 
corpse, KQ morning show host, Tom Barnard, stated that Hmong should “assimilate or hit the goddamn road.” When 
he reported that the teen mother could face a $10,000 fine for trying to hide the newborn baby’s body, Barnard said, 
“That’s a lot of eggrolls!” A grassroots group of community members and organizations that valued diversity and saw 
a vision to end racism came together. After four months of protesting, pressuring advertisers to pull ads from KQ and 
standing firm on their demands from KQ, CAAR and ABC/Disney – which owns KQ – agreed to the following:  

• KQ issued and published an apology;  
• KQ removed the racist character “Tak” from the show;  
• KQ published its nondiscrimination policy; and 
• KQ aired a segment about Hmong history and Hmong contributions to the U.S. front during the Vietnam 

War. 
 
We pay homage to the work, history and legacy from 1998 with the rebirth of CAAR, but we do so with much sorrow 
because it is a reminder that racism still exists. Despite the successful work of CAAR in 1998, the specific problem of 
racism on the radio persists. 
 
CAAR is a grassroots, community-led coalition of multiracial people and organizations. We are individual community 
members, organizations and leaders who are taking a stand against racism on the airwaves. We share values of 
diversity, mutual respect, responsibility and accountability, and racial justice. Our members drive this work; we 
believe community members must be the leaders. This work should belong to and be representative of the 
community. 
 
Some organizations that have supported our intentional work to elevate community voice and collective decision 
making around the KDWB incident are the following: 
 
• TakeAction Minnesota 
• ISAIAH 
• Stonewall DFL 
• Facilitating Racial Equity Collaborative (FREC) 
• St. Paul Federation of Teachers 
• League of Women Voters Minnesota 
• Jewish Community Action 

• Bridges Network 
• Headwaters Foundation for Justice 
• SPPS Hmong 
• Land Stewardship Project 
• Neighborhoods Organizing for Change 
• Native American Community Development Institute 
• City of Saint Paul (COPP Grant) 

 
Other Mentions: 
During our campaign, we appreciated that the vision to celebrate diversity were shared by these organizations and 
individuals: • Minneapolis Chapter of the NAACP; • Democratic Farmer Laborer; • U.S. Representative Keith Ellison; 
• State Representative Rena Moran; • State Senator John Harrington; • City of Saint Paul City Council. 
 
How to Find CAAR: 
Facebook: Community Action Against Racism 
Twitter: CAARMinnesota (use hashtag #1013KDWB 
for KDWB alerts and #CAARMinnesota for us) 
Website: 
www.communityactionagainstracism.wordpress.org 

Email: send to caar.tc@gmail.com 
Phone: Boa Lee, 651-246-4542, or Sandy Ci Moua, 
651-442-4321 
Youtube: caartc  (or BLIntheWorld)

 


