
 

 

 

                              
 
 
 
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
April 13, 2011 
 
Contact: Boa Lee, Communications Chair, 651-246-4542 or 
boalee.communications@gmail.com  

 

Hey, KDWB! Listen Up! 
Hmong community and allies hold rally April 15 to demand meeting with Dave Ryan in the 

Morning Show crew, Rob Morris and Clear Channel 
 

St. Paul, MN – The Hmong Organizing Program (HOP) at TakeAction Minnesota, Hmong and 
non-Hmong community members and supporting organizations will rally for one hour at the 
KDWB office in St. Louis Park starting 8 a.m. on Friday, April 15. The group is asking the 
radio station to meet with them about a set of demands sent to KDWB earlier this week. The 
demands come after the radio station on March 22 aired an offensive and racist song during the 
Dave Ryan in the Morning Show. The song, “30 Hmongs in a House,” perpetuates negative 
ethnic stereotypes about the Hmong community. 

“This is racism. It’s not funny and should not be tolerated,” Amee Xiong, Hmong Organizing 
Program Director at TakeAction, said. 

Due to the criticism it received, the station by April 12 had Youtube remove nearly all videos of 
the parody that private individuals had posted. 

In addition to the group’s request for a meeting, they want an apology that signals KDWB 
acknowledges and understands the damaging effects of the parody. The four other demands they 
would like to discuss at the in-person meeting with DJs and station leaders are: (1) Fire Steve, or 
Steve-O, LaTart; (2) Dedicate and immediately schedule public airtime to educate KDWB 
listeners about the Hmong; (3) Require KDWB staff to do community service in the Hmong 
community; and (4) Create, implement and adhere strictly to a policy that prohibits anti-ethnic 
and racist commentary. 

The demands were echoed in detail in a letter signed by community members and sent to KDWB 
on Monday, April 11. A copy of the community letter is included at the end of this press release. 



 

 

The community letter follows TakeAction’s initial correspondence with the radio station on April 
1. The April 1 letter also requested an in-person meeting. KDWB has not answered the group’s 
request for a meeting. 

Also, on April 10, community members released the first of several videos that will be posted this 
week on Youtube. “Dear KDWB and the Dave Ryan in the Morning Show” features more than 
30 community members of various backgrounds and ages sending their own person message to 
the radio station. The three-and-a-half-minute video can be viewed at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X9LsThkSjHg. Fewer than 48 hours after the video went up, 
it had already received more than 4,000 views and is sparking conversation in states as far away 
as California. 

Those expected to speak at the rally include two Hmong clan leaders; Liz Loeb, a director from 
Stonewall DFL; Mark Schultz, Chair of TakeAction Minnesota; and a representative from U.S. 
Congressman Keith Ellison’s office. Spoken word artists Tou Saiko Lee and Chilli Lor will also 
perform. 

Many organizations and individuals have lent their support, including the following: the 
Minnesota Chapter of the NAACP, Hmong American Partnership, Hmong National 
Development, ISAIAH, Democratic Farmer Laborer, Stonewall DFL, SOY (Shades of Yellow 
Hmong GLBT), Facilitating Racial Equity Collaborative, and St. Paul Federation of Teachers. 
State Representative Rena Moran and State Senator John Harrington have also written letters to 
KDWB condemning the racist parody song and calling for accountability from the radio station. 

  

# # # 
 
 

TakeAction Minnesota and its Hmong Organizing Program have been working for over 10 
years to develop strong community leaders to make positive changes that improve the lives of the 
Hmong and all people. TakeAction Minnesota is an organization of 11,000 individual members 
and 23 organizations who are committed to furthering racial, social and economic justice. For 
more information about TakeAction, go online to www.takeactionminnesota.org. 



 

 

Text of the Community Letter to KDWB, Sent April 11 
 
April 9, 2011 
 
“We, the undersigned, are community members – Hmong and non-Hmong – from Minnesota. Prior to 
Monday, March 22, 2011, some of us were even regular listeners of KDWB. On that day and in the days 
since, we have been appalled, offended and disgusted by decisions at KDWB. 
 
During a “Dave Ryan in the Morning” segment, your producer, Steve (Steve-O) LaTart, performed “30 
Hmongs in a House.” In airing a song with lyrics that enforced stereotypes of Hmong people, KDWB 
committed an act of intolerance and bigotry. The station exercised a complete lack of true cultural 
understanding. Worse, doing so via public airwaves reveals ignorance about the power of media to alienate 
communities, feed discrimination and incite conflict or hate. 
 
We are equally shocked about a statement on your Facebook page and through radio that, at its core, 
shows KDWB does not accept full responsibility for an egregious act knowingly made at the expense of 
Hmong families, women, teenagers and culture. On Monday, April 4, Dave Ryan and KDWB instead used 
the Hmong community as a scapegoat. Mr. Ryan stated it was a Hmong person who sent in the title of the 
song. No matter that person’s background, we expect KDWB to use more careful consideration in its 
selection of song titles and topics. Dave Ryan then attempted to justify the act by saying KDWB knows 
Hmong. Again, we find this deplorable. Not only was your judgment on March 22 extremely flawed, but you 
further insulted us on April 4 with your exploitive and divisive attitude. 
 
“Only a minority few” from outside the Twin Cities area are angry at KDWB, Dave Ryan also stated on April 
4. INCORRECT! 
 
We are proud to live and work in Minnesota, which is home to over 70,000 Hmong. Hmong have made 
important and significant contributions to the social, economic and cultural fabric of our community for more 
than 30 years. Prior to that, Hmong aided the United States on the Laos front and rescued many downed 
U.S. pilots. They risked, and many thousands lost, their lives.  
 
This is why we are dissatisfied with KDWB’s response thus far. 
 
TakeAction Minnesota sent KDWB and Rob Morris a letter on April 1. Since then, KDWB has ignored the 
three demands in that letter. Consequently so, we request you meet with TakeAction Minnesota’s Hmong 
Organizing Program and its allies – no later than Friday, April 15, 2011 – to address the following 
demands, which we support wholeheartedly: 
 

1. Make a sincere public apology on-air during the “Dave Ryan in the Morning Show” that speaks to 
the entire Hmong community – not just “those who we might have offended” as has been 
repeatedly stated by KDWB. Make the audio of this apology available online permanently. 

2. Fire Steve LaTart. 
3. Dedicate and immediately schedule public airtime for the community to: 

• Promote racial and cultural tolerance through art and music, 
• Air public service announcements from the Hmong community, 



 

 

• Cooperatively produce and air on the “Dave Ryan in the Morning Show” a one hour-long 
segment about Hmong veterans’ roles during the Vietnam conflict in aiding the U.S. and 
protecting American soldiers, and 

• Cooperatively produce and air on the Dave Ryan show a 30-minute segment with Hmong 
women about how negative cultural stereotypes impact them. 

4. Require KDWB staff members to do community service in the Hmong community: 
• Classroom time with Hmong students 
• Non-profits that work with predominantly Hmong members 

5. Immediately create, implement and adhere strictly to a KDWB and Clear Channel policy of: 
• No anti-ethnic and racist commentary, content and jokes on-air and off-air (including all 

written, broadcast, visual and film content) 
• Immediate firing of staff who create, produce and distribute via airwaves said commentary 
• Annual diversity/race/white privilege trainings with respected consultants 
• Hiring staff or consultants who are racially diverse (both on-air and production staff) to 

reflect the Twin Cities community 
 
It is our hope that the executive leaders and stakeholders of your company take this issue seriously. We 
demand that KDWB respond with swift action, thoughtful care, and utmost responsibility. We look forward to 
seeing cooperation and a mutually advantageous solution that will create a more just and respectful 
community for all of us.” 
 

 


