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On a recent KDWB Dave Ryan in the Morning Show, radio listeners were assaulted with a performance of
self-pleased bigotry, so hurtful and unashamed as to leave one reeling.

In an ostensible attempt at comedy, the Morning crew giggled their way through a parody of Eric Clapton’s
elegy, Tears in Heaven, with lyrics rewritten to dehumanize Hmong people living in our community. Instead
of humor, though, what they actually achieved was violence.
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In  just  two breathtakingly  contemptuous verses,  Dave  and  his  crew were  able  to  attack,  demean,  and
degrade using caricatured references and images of poverty, vermin, child sexuality, promiscuity, physical
unattractiveness, child neglect, and ignorance.

Also, it strikes one as curious that they chose to reference Eric Clapton, who is quoted from a 1976 U.K.
concert haranguing the crowd with self-proclaimed racism:

“…get the foreigners out…I used to be into dope, now I’m into racism…send them all back…this is a White
country…we need to make clear to them they are not welcome…we are a White country…I don’t want
[expletives deleted] living next to me with their standards.”This is the same message sent by the KDWB
Morning crew.

When the predicable response is eventually offered by KDWB (in lieu of repair or prevention), be wary of
what we’ve been trained to expect: “It was all unfortunate and unintended,” and “don’t be so sensitive, it
was only a joke.” Given the history of similar incidents in this area, the intensity of prejudice expressed, and
the obvious delight shown in their bigotry, a deeper truth is betrayed. This was intended to be harmful; any
other explanation defies credibility.

Would you know my name if I saw you in heaven?

No. Not as long as you don’t care to know my name or my humanity on earth.

Will it be the same if I saw you in heaven?

Sadly, yes, as long as our eyes allow us to see only a projection of our internalized hatred and disgust we
harbor for people whom we choose to fit into a categories we define as inferior to ourselves.

Tears, indeed.
Dr. Daniel Hess
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Your Comments

25 Comments so far

 Ka Lee says:
April 8, 2011 at 11:15 am

1.
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“if you don’t like what goes on in this country then move!”

WOW. The ignorance radiating within that suggestion is astounding. Maybe you COULD use a little
educating. Someone is trying to give a well thought out response, which is more than I can say for you.

 Greg says:
April 8, 2011 at 1:15 am

All of a sudden Kuab thinks he is the smartest guy posting his highly educated comments on here an
has acted like he has never made fun of anyone or laughed at any jokes making fun of others. I’m sure
you talk smack about Hmong people all the time because you are just much more educated then the
rest of us right!?? Give it up for no one cares about your thoughts and what you know or don’t know.
Unlike you I do have a sense of humor too and if you don’t like what goes on in this country then
move!

2.

 Ka Lee says:
April 6, 2011 at 1:08 am

Thao, I respectfully disagree. There has to be some responsibility on behalf of the sender, otherwise no
one would be accountable for any of their actions.

Besides, if you didn’t notice, the Hmong are the sleeping dragon and boy did KDWB disturb our
slumber. But it was a much needed wake-up call, I’ll say.

3.

 Fuabkuab says:
April 6, 2011 at 12:50 am

Tou Ger Xiong, I do no mind at all. I wanted to do it myself, but given your credibility as a comedian
and greater outreach for the community as a whole, you are perhaps the best person to do so.

Thank you for your leadership, and all of you who are taking a stand.

4.

 Thao Vang says:
April 5, 2011 at 10:11 pm

I like KDWB and listen to them every morning but that was over doing it. The true sense of humor lies
in the interpretation of the receiver not the sender. Please refrain from waking up the sleeping dragon.

5.

 Tou Ger Xiong says:
April 5, 2011 at 6:14 pm

Kuab Yang, great insights. I hope you don’t mind, I’d like to post your comments with my letter to
Steve-O on FB. Racial humor and racist humor.

6.

 gaoyer says:
April 5, 2011 at 5:48 am

7.

KDWB or KKKB | Asian American Press | AAPress.com http://aapress.com/ethnicity/hmong/kdwb-or-kkkb/

3 of 11 5/19/2011 8:55 AM



This has turned into a let’s flash our degrees and who ever has the highest wins the argument. And if
you don’t agree with us, then you must not be as educated or you must be stupid. Hmoob twb pab tsis
tau Hmoob.

 Peter Jackson says:
April 5, 2011 at 1:55 am

Fuabkuab, you are absolutely correct! I couldn’t have said it better myself, as a fellow comedian.

Kris, don’t feel bad because you didn’t understand. Be glad you have the opportunity to learn and
grow.

8.

 Hli says:
April 5, 2011 at 1:26 am

Thank you for the article Dr. Hess. Our society has yet, a long ways to go.

Kuab, you are right on. Obviously, Kris is one of those who sit in class and is being made fun of, but
wants to fit in so bad that he starts to believe the other kids are laughing with him, and not at him. In
the end, we all have been made fun of, especially those of us who grew up before the 90′s, and even
today….depending on where you are living. Even the most diverse places still are covered with racial
slurs and intolerance. What KDWB did is promote this division and racial stance in our society that
implies it’s okay to make fun of other groups because, by their (white) standards, they are better.
There’s a difference between throwing a joke with your friends, in your home, etc….from making a
mockery of a whole race on air. Kris, next time your friends laugh with you—don’t take it lightly,
because in essence they are laughing at you. Don’t stand for it and if you do, you will always feel that
“little-ness” within yourself. Thanks again Kuab!

9.

 JEFFY says:
April 5, 2011 at 12:41 am

BEAUTIFULLY SAID KUAB YANG. THANKS FOR THIS COMMENTS.

10.

 Kuab Yang says:
April 4, 2011 at 9:11 pm

Kris Vang, it’s naive you make such a comment that those opposing the song don’t listen to KDWB.
Have you taken the time to speak to different people and LISTEN to their opinion? I’ve known many
KDWB listeners, Hmong and non-Hmong alike, that find this song unacceptable. Perhaps you
understand the concept of parody, but from your response you clearly do NOT understand the intent
and characteristics of racial humor. Not many people do.
“Racial Humor” is supposed to be used as a tool to create a social critique on societies. So yes,
stereotypes are in play. However, the use of stereotypes within this context is to create irony and a
realization by the audience that it is NOT that we should do. Moreover, racial humor carries a
tremendous amount of responsibility with it. If the audience does not understand this concept, it only
creates an environment that allows people to indulge in racism. Due to this, several comedians have
adjusted their skits because they have realized they were inadvertently doing more harm than good (as
racial humor should be intended for). When racial humor starts to become detrimental and oppressive

11.
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to a group of people and, it is called “racist humor”. Notably, Dave Chappelle left $50 million dollars
because he came to this realization. Too many people just didn’t “get” his skits. You can’t tell me you
never had a time in school that one too many people “joked” about you and you felt uncomfortable?
Do you wonder why people think this way? Because THEY are the one’s that don’t get the “joke”.
Realize when someone is laughing with you and when laughing at you. I oppose this song because it’s
creating a society doing the latter. Where KDWB went wrong is that they didn’t understand all of
these points.

And YES, the identity of the speaker DOES influence how a parody is received. It’s called CONTEXT
and it’s another major factor in what separates racial humor from racist humor. So stop using that
excuse, all of you doing so.

Don’t tell me you have a sense of humor. If you did, you would understand these critical factors in
comedy. Everyone’s acting like they understand the “joke”, when no one even understands the point
of racial humor.
And no, I didn’t make this stuff up. Unlike you, I undertand racial humor, but I also reinforced my
beliefs by looking up credible and published articles through my college library database and
researching consequences of this risky subject. Not trying to sound full of myself. I am, apologetically,
just making you an example for everyone else spitting your bogus and unsound logic around like all of
us opposing the song are stupid. If you are going to argue something, back it up into detail.

 Kris Vang says:
April 4, 2011 at 8:03 pm

Wow. I’m so floored by the outcome of this parody. I’m willing to bet that most of you that’s
commented, including Dr.Hess, don’t even listen to KDWB. All I can say is, this outcry has become
ridiculous and quite embarrassing. Hmong people laughs the loudest when other races are made fun of.
You even make fun of yourselves. Yet you cry when you’re made fun of. Learn to have a sense of
humor. I completely agree with Dave Ryan’s apology this morning. And damn right…I’m Hmong. But
then I have a sense of humor too.

12.

 Dave Moore says:
April 4, 2011 at 5:18 pm

Hitler dehumanized. Stalin dehumanized the kulaks. Mao dehumanized the middle peasants. As a
result, millions of people ended up dead. Now KDWB dehumanizes the Hmong, a people who stood
by America in one of its darkest hours. Are we white Americans no better than Hitler, Stalin and Mao?

13.

 DXiong says:
April 4, 2011 at 2:34 pm

HealthPartners and AT&T pull ads from KDWB after Hmong parody song

http://minnesota.publicradio.org/collections/special/columns/cities/archive/2011/04/healthpartners-
and-att-pull-ad-from-kdwb-after-hmong-parody-song.shtml

14.

 JEFFY says:
April 4, 2011 at 2:30 pm

15.
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Thank you dr. Daniel. I’m glad you wrote this article. This article reflect the feeling and view of most
hmong, asian, and perhap most people in the usa. Thanks.

 fres thao says:
April 4, 2011 at 12:38 pm

well said Dr. Hess. we thank you and applaud you.

16.

 Tou Ger Xiong says:
April 4, 2011 at 12:20 pm

Thanks for the insight Dan. Hopefully the younger folks who think it’s funny will take another look at
the media and its perpetuations of racial and cultural stereotypes. TGX

17.

 David Xiong says:
April 4, 2011 at 7:43 am

“All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is for enough good men to do nothing.” – Edmund Burke

Clearly, a lot of good men and women, sometimes in powerful leadership positions and influence in
this state are choosing to stay silent…and you know who you are.

Dr. Daniel Hess, clearly, is NOT one of them! Thank you, Dr. Hess for standing with the Hmong
community, and standing up against hate!

So far, this is the ONLY editorial printed in all the local presses that I have seen on this issue. Where is
the public outrage from the usual “social justice” champions in this state?

18.

 ChickenChong says:
April 3, 2011 at 2:28 pm

Yes, I still know your name even though your name may have changed; somethings don’t change.
Many thanks for your continued leadership, honestly and contributions to the Hmong community and
humanity.

19.

 WXiong says:
April 3, 2011 at 10:08 am

Hmong or not; there are certain things that radios and tv stations should not cross. It seems like
KDWB didn’t learn from KQ92 in the mid ’90s, but it seems like they learned but probably didn’t
care. Dr. Hess, thank you for your thoughtful article. Maybe one day mass media will understand.

20.

 Tony Thao says:
April 3, 2011 at 3:10 am

Dr. Daniel Hess:

21.
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Thank you for your insightful response. It is people like you who made all of us feel warm living in this
cold state of Minnesota.

 Chandi says:
April 2, 2011 at 11:16 am

Dr. Hess,

Thank you so much for your strong and powerful words. The Hmong community utmost needs allies
like you who are willing to speak up to fight such prejudice. Thank you very much for this response, I
truly appreciate it.

Chandi

22.

 Doua Chang says:
April 2, 2011 at 10:50 am

Well said Dr. Hess. Couldn’t agree more. Thank you.

23.

 Choua Xiong says:
March 31, 2011 at 6:23 pm

Thank you Dr. Daniel Hess. Your article just sums up the feelings i have towards this subject.

24.

 TLo says:
March 31, 2011 at 3:05 pm

I hear you, Dr. Daniel Hess. Thank you for letting KWDB/KKKB knows that hatred and bigotry will
no get us any where. There is no joke here when someone is crossing the racial line.

25.
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