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Hmong Community Protests 
Outside KDWB
Backlash of morning show's parody song 
continues
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ST. LOUIS PARK, Minn. - Members of the Twin Cities 
Hmong community are rallying outside the KDWB radio 
station Friday morning.

Many in the community are upset over a Hmong parody 
song that aired on KDWB’s Dave Ryan in the Morning show 
that many Hmong people viewed as racist.

The parody song follows the tune of Eric Clapton’s “Tears in 
Heaven,” and is part of a regular bit they do, but even host 
Dave Ryan seemed to realize KDWB was walking a thin line.  
 
"I'm laughing, but not at the song,” he said on-air.  
 
Some advertisers, including AT&T and HealthPartners, have 
left KDWB due to the growing backlash over the 
controversial song. AT&T called the song demeaning, and 
said it would not financially support KDWB when it allows 
discrimination in its broadcasts.  
 
“AT&T works hard to promote an environment where each 
individual is valued. We do not tolerate discrimination in any 
form. Therefore, we cannot financially support KDWB when 
it allows discrimination to be included in its broadcasts. As 
such, we have withdrawn all advertising from KDWB,” said 
Bob Bass, president of AT&T Minnesota.  
 
KDWB issued an apology on Facebook, saying it’s part of a 
“comedy show.” While they received “positive feedback from 
many Hmong listeners,” they apologized “to anyone they 
may have inadvertently offended.” That initial apology has 
been criticized as being weak.  
 
Friday, KDWB released the following statement:  
 
"We fully support the rights under the First Amendment of 
individuals to gather together and to express their thoughts 
and opinions. We share a commitment to racial justice.

The March 22 song segment in no way reflects the values and viewpoints of our station or individual KDWB personnel. We 
recognize that it was inappropriate, and we have unequivocally apologized.

We are reaching out and engaging with members of the Hmong community, as well as with other community leaders to 
make things right. We believe working collectively in the spirit of civility, compassion and cooperation is the best way to 
move forward."  
 
KDWB also made a third apology on air. You can listen to it here .  
 
Minnesota began welcoming Hmong residents 36 years ago when American allies fought against North Vietnam. An 
estimated 30,000 Hmong died in that conflict.  
 
Now, more than 70,000 Hmong call the Twin Cities home -- the largest concentration in the U.S.  
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