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  On Saturday, November 26, 2011, leaders and prominent
employees from Clear Channel and their radio station KDWB were
invited to the RiverCentre in St. Paul, MN to attend a private tour
and cultural educational session, led by Community Action
Against Racism (CAAR).In attendance were General Sales
Manager of Clear Channel Radio Todd Kalman; Local Sales
Manager Ben Taylor; Digital Program Director Derek Spartz; DJ
Lucas Phelan; andKDWB Morning Show Crew Dave Ryan, Steve
“Steve-O” LaTart, and Adam “Crisco”Zalusky. Lead by over 20
volunteer CAAR members, the tour included the observation and
participation of ball tossing (povpob) and up-close looks at
traditional Hmong costume, stops at various merchant and
organizational booths to learn about the scope of family-run
Hmong business endeavors and career fields, a first-hand look at
the Hmong Minnesota pageant and competitive dance troupes,
and a Hmong meal donated by Wung Lee Supermarket.
  

      

  First created in 1998, CAAR was formed after radio station 92
KQRS made racist comments about the Hmong on-air. CAAR, a
grassroots, community-led coalition whose core values revolve
around diversity, mutual respect, responsibility, accountability,
and racial justice, was originally formed after a group of
community members led the protest against 92 KQRS’ actions,
which were successful. However, on March 22, 2011, Clear
Channel owned radio station KDWB aired a racist parody called
“30 HmongsIn A House,” during their popular morning show.
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Since the airing of the parodyCAAR has resurfaced, bringing
together a mutual support system of community members and
organizations who stood together to protest the actions of KDWB.
  

Since the March incident, CAAR has been in communication with
Clear Channel, working to promote diversity within their
workplace. In addition to the private tour of the Hmong New Year,
CAAR’s work also includes the addition of Paul Yang to Clear
Channel’s Local Advisory Board; a commitment to enhanced staff
training at Clear Channel about the Hmong-American community;a
30-minute interview aired on Twin Cities’ Insights featuring issues
in the Hmong community; and creating public service
announcements, both during Memorial Day weekend to recognize
the Hmong contribution to the U.S. during the Vietnam War and
promoting the St. Paul Hmong New Year 2012.
  It was evident that all the members of Clear Channel and KDWB
had a pleasant first Hmong New Year experience. After learning
about Hmong agrarian culture, the need for large families, and
experiences with sharing small homes, Dave Ryan said,“It was
cool—and I’m sorry for using such a lame word, but it was really
fun.” Ryan said he was honored with CAAR’s invitation to the New
Year celebration. “Despite the incident, we still feel very loved and
welcomed by the Hmong community. Everyone who wanted to
take pictures with us—it was very flattering.”
  One experience in particular unified the group in understanding:
the visit to the SGU Veterans’ booth. All members of Clear Channel
and KDWB have had family members serve in American wars as
well and were surprised and amazed to learn the detailed stories
from Hmong veterans and their experiences fighting alongside the
U.S. and the CIA.Adam “Crisco” Zalusky stated that it was
especially interesting, “to know the historical aspect. We have so
much in common. You can always learn more.”
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Steve “Steve-O” LaTart, the DJ who wrote the parody, said that his
experience was profound and fruitful. After making conversation
with CAAR members about race and communications, he
remarked that, “It has been a positive experience and a good
opportunity to be more diverse. You can’t understand [a culture]
unless you experience it.” Added Ryan, “I am amazed am
impressed with the outpour of affection [from the Hmong
community.]”
  Todd Kalman, General Sales Manager of Clear Channel, was
impressed by the whole celebration itself, commenting that the
Hmong have a very strong community. He observed that although
many elders were in attendance at the New Year, many families
brought their babies out to celebrate their heritage as well. “It’s
impressive that [the Hmong] come together over a long weekend
and choose to spend it with one another,” he
stated.Zaluskyagreed, stating that the Hmong have always had a
big influence on their radio show. “We’ve always had a strong
relationship with the Hmong,” he said. “We love the community.”
  

Open conversations and discussions were had about race, racism,
and oppression, and the Clear Channel group had a chance to
share their European heritages as well. “We talked about a lot of
things—very difficult things, but still, we talked about them,” said
Ryan. “We’ve come to a better understanding of each other and
we’re leaving knowing [that] we have a responsibility. We have a
lot love for our listeners.” 
In the end, the tour was asuccess, with every person involved
feeling the event commemorated a strengthening relationship
between Clear Channel and the Hmong community—a fresh start.
“This is a great first step,” said Rebecca Soung, active CAAR
member and Tour Guide, “[they] came with the right
attitude.”Coalitions Chair and Lead Tour GuideSandy’CiMoua
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added that although the experience was a good one, it isn’t the
end to the challenges. “This isn’t time for kumbaya and this
incident hasn’t just been swept under the rug. We hope this
experience was a way to open up dialogue about the issue. It’s the
Hmong New Year—a new year, a new start. We are looking forward
to following up with [KDWB].”
  And nothing would have come through without the over 100+
volunteer hours put into CAAR’s efforts so far. “We had fewer than
three weeks to pull the entire tour together after KDWB accepted
our invitation,” said Boa Lee, Communications Chair for CAAR
and the lead runner for the tour,“when you take a step back and
realize how much was accomplished and the more than 20
volunteers who stepped up on such short notice, you cannot help
but be amazed and humbled at how many people care enough
about undoing racism and helping KDWB develop an authentic
relationship with diverse communities."
  If you’d like to learn more about CAAR and keep updated on their
future endeavors, please visit their website at
http://communityactionagainstracism.wordpress.com. CAAR can
also be found on Facebook via
http://www.facebook.com/pages/CAAR-Community-Action-Against
-Racism/183054501745784, or on Twitter, following
@CAARMinnesota.
  

  By Elizabeth Thao
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