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KDWB's Parody Prompts Action by Hmong Community 
 
By Mai Kou Xiong 
 
Wednesday, April 06, 2011 
 

On Saturday, April 2, 2011, Dai Thao of TakeAction Minnesota, called for a meeting of Hmong community 
leaders to discuss the racist song parody made recently by 'Steve O' of KDWB titled '30 Hmongs in a 
House.' Amee Xiong chaired the meeting of approximately 50 people. An action plan was created and 
appropriate steps to resolve these racial issues were discussed.  
 
Guests attending the meeting shared their personal experiences of racism stemming from individual, 
interpersonal, institutional, to structural racism.  
 
Sandy Yi Moua, a member of TakeAction Minnesota shared a personal experience while riding on a bus at 
the U of M. She sat behind three White men who saw an Asian woman waiting for the bus. Their 
conversation was whether they have slept with 'that kind of women' referring to Asian women. "They talked 
about how 'those women' are so easy and will do whatever you want them to do. They knew I heard them 
but they kept talking." When the bus stopped, Moua finally confronted the men as well as the people on the 
bus. "Nobody on the bus said anything. I looked at everybody; they couldn't even look at me." 
 
Vang Xiong of Minneapolis shared an incident where his mother received a ticket for driving his BMW with 
legal tinted windows. "The cop asked her a bunch of questions and she didn't know what to say because 
she doesn't speak that much English. I went to the government buildings in St. Paul and explained the 
situation and the ticket was cleared." 
 
Mai Kou Xiong shared her personal story as the very first Hmong teacher on the Central Coast of 
California. She recalled during her first year of teaching, her classroom was a revolving door as parents 
were constantly in and out observing her. "She didn't think she was fully accepted by many of the parents 
and her colleagues because she was Hmong. Many parents had never heard of the Hmong. She often 
wonders if they were skeptical of her ability to teach. She took the same education courses, graduated with 
honors from college, passed the same State licensing exam, received the same training, taught the same 
curriculum, became a tenured teacher - yet she did not feel that the parents trusted her ability completely. 
She was as qualified, if not more, than her counter parts. She questioned whether she was hired because 
of her qualifications or because the school district needed to look good for the State that they had a Hmong 
teacher on board." 
 
Dai Thao led the discussion of getting input from the Hmong community on the demands for KDWB, which 
he plans to address with the station's management at a requested meeting. After combining several inputs 
by various groups, the demands everyone agreed on call for: 
 

• A public apology by KDWB. 
 
• Pubic air time made available to discuss racial issues. 
 
• Community service for 'Steve O' to include talking about racism in schools and to non-profit organizations. 
 
• Implementing policies to include no ethnic jokes, diversity training for its DJs and upper management. 
 
A big discussion centered on the demand to have 'Steve O' fired. These demands will be shared with the rest of the Hmong 
community and organizations for their input and support. \ 
 
Committees were formed to take further actions on this matter. Victori Vu, an Executive Board Member of TakeAction Minnesota, 
stated that there are a few advertisers who have pulled their ads from KDWB. Health Partners had already pulled their 
advertisement since it learned of the incident. 
 
"We are targeting the advertisers for KDWB and we are going to make phone calls to meet with them face to face asking them to 
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follow through with their HR policies and not advertise with companies that send out hurtful messages of discrimination and 
prejudice..." 
 
"KDWB's targeted audience is not just the Hmong listeners. KDWB reaches out to the whole state of MN. For them to stereotype the 
community using so called 'parody' sends a message that is loud and clear about the Hmong community. Now they have this image 
of what they think Hmong people are like and it is not OK. We fought hard enough to have equal rights for our kids, ourselves and 
our parents and for them to do this basically sets us back three steps," Vu expressed his anger.  
 
Many community leaders are in support of the action taken by TakenAction Minnesota. Ly Teng, a community leader and elder who 
attended the meeting, gave his advice and his support to this cause. "We have the same rights as any American. We are not just 
Hmong - we are Hmong-Americans. If any racist remarks are made about the American people, we would be upset as well as 
remarks made about the Hmong. If we don't fight for what is a right, people will continue to oppress us," Ly Teng shared with the 
HMONG TIMES.  
 
"This is about oppression against our Hmong women and this is not right. We don't deserve this kind of verbiage, nobody does. 
General Vang Pao may have left us, but this is an opportunity for us to come together. This is a movement, how we learn from each 
other, and we can love each other-Hmoob hlub Hmoob tiag tiag," Dai Thao told the HMONG TIMES. 
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