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CAAR Has Been Resurrected to Speak Out Against Racism Again

By Mai Kou Xiong

Wednesday, May 04, 2011

On Saturday, April 30, 2011, members of the Hmong community and members of various organizations joined
Community Action Against Racism (CAAR) in its community meeting in regards to the song parody "18 Hmongs in a
House" aired by KDWB on March 22, 2011.

CAAR was created in 1998 after KQRS (KQ 92) aired racist comments about the Hmong community following the
incident of a 13-year-old Wisconsin Hmong girl accused of killing her newborn child. CAAR is a multi-racial coalition
of community members, organizations, and leaders who are committed to stop racism on public airwaves.

Pastor Jim Erlandson, representing ISAIAH, a faith-based organization, pledged to campaign with CAAR to
challenge KDWB's lack of respect for communities of colors. "We believe that every person in every community,
whether from a majority community or a person of color, a citizen or a permanent resident, a refugee or an
undocumented immigrant, needs to be treated with fairness and respect. This is why we are partnering with CAAR
in this campaign against racism in the media with our Hmong brothers and sisters in speaking out against racist
humor in KDWB's morning show. Because we are one community, when our brothers and sisters in the community
are treated with disrespect, this hurts all of us."

City Councilman Melvin Carter also spoke out against racism at the meeting. "KDWB did not just offend the Hmong
community; they offended our entire community..." He added that he believes there is racism against all people of all
races; not just the Hmong, the African Americans, the Native Americans, or the Hispanic Americans.

Kathy Lantry, Melvin Carter, Dave Thune, Pat Harris, Russ Star, Lee Helgen, and Dan Bostrom, all members of the
City Council, signed a letter addressed to Rob Morris, Program Director of KDWB, stating their concern about the
parody song aired. It states, "We find this kind of 'humor' to be tasteless, inappropriate, and offensive..." They

asked KDWB and Clear Channel Communications to have dialogues with members of the Hmong community.

Representing Hmong 18 Council, Wachai Xiong addressed the audience of the three main issues and offenses which have had
profound impact on the Hmong community:

1. The Hmong's contribution during the Vietnam War has yet to be recognized.

2. General Vang Pao was arrested and falsely accused of terrorism in 2007.

3. There have been two incidents where public radio stations attacked the Hmong community with racist remarks. The first made by
KQRS in 1998 and the recent parody by KDWB.

Xiong said, "As leaders in the Hmong community, we must address and solve these issues to help promote understanding."

Paul Yang, an educator at New Millennium Charter School in Minneapolis and a member of the Records Committee, had examined
KDWB's records and shared a comment made by an individual known as Officer Rob of Cottage Grove. "KDWB did a great job by
talking about our problems about the Hmong overpopulation issue. World population is expected to hit seven billion by the end of this
year and over nine billion by 2045. Every educated person knows that we don't need ten kids per family..."

To date, Health Partners, AT&T, and Blue Cross Blue Shield have pulled their advertisements from KDWB. Victori Vu, board member
of TakeAction Minnesota, is in the process of working with Mystic Lake and the Minnesota Twins to pull their advertisements as well.

Members of CAAR, coalition partners, and community members have drafted and signed a letter outlining four final sets of demands
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to KDWB and Clear Channel. The demands will be mailed immediately.

• The first demand is for KDWB to immediately implement a corporate policy to punish, reprimand with unpaid suspension or
termination of any staff that violates its zero tolerance policy prohibiting anti-ethnic and racist contents. They are asking "Steve-O"
LaTart to be fired immediately.

• The second demand is for KDWB to increase its percentage in employing people of color in a given period of time. Currently,
KDWB employs less than three percent people of color.

• The third demand is for KDWB to implement mandatory trainings for its staff on racism.

• The fourth demand is for KDWB to devote airtime during the morning show to air segments on the history and contributions of
communities of color in Minnesota.

Community members attending the meeting felt a sense of unity, respect, empowerment, and inspiration to take action. Tou Ger
Xiong, an original member of CAAR, is inspired to see many young Hmong having dialogues amongst themselves about this issue.
"Young people are talking to themselves. We have our young Hmong people getting mad at each other and these are best
friends...They are sharing with each other and educating themselves."

The younger Hmong generation feels a sense of pride in their own culture since the incident. "I've learned to appreciate who I am, my
culture, my background, the color of my skin. I know that there is a community here to help me and everyone out there," said Alex
Yang, a student at St. Thomas University. He and the Hmong United Student Association had written a letter to KDWB, collaborated
with other college campuses, and networked with friends during the Hmong National Development conference about racism and the
song parody.

Chia Lor, a member of United Prodigies, felt motivated after hearing talk of support from the Hmong elders who attended the
meeting. "Our parents wanted us to have a good future, that's why they brought us here. We have good lives and are educated. If we
don't do anything, it is not worth the energy our parents invested in us."

CAAR is demanding a meeting of KDWB and the Hmong community on Friday, May 13. The location is yet to be determined. CAAR
is on Facebook: "Community Action Against Racism".
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