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KDWB Meets with Hmong Community Leaders; Significant Progress Made Toward Resolution 

Over Song Segment 

Minneapolis, MN – May 11, 2011.  KDWB announced today that following concerns over a song segment aired by Dave 

Ryan in the Morning, its outreach efforts to Hmong community leaders resulted in a series of successful meetings last 

week.  Another meeting of community leaders hosted by the Hmong 18 Council is scheduled for next week.   

KDWB deeply regrets and has apologized three times for the song segment that was offensive to some in our community.  

Among the many leaders with whom KDWB has directly engaged to bring reconciliation are Kao Ly Ilean Her (Council 

on Asian Pacific Minnesotans), Bao Vang (Hmong National Development (HND)), Kazoua Kong-Thao (St. Paul Board of 

Education), Val Vargas (Minnesota Hispanic Chamber of Commerce), Hyon Kim (former Regent, University of 

Minnesota) Beverly Dusso (Tubman), Representative Ryan Winkler, and Touazeng Lor (Hmong 18 Council).  KDWB has 

consulted for many weeks with community leaders who provided recommendations as to whom KDWB should engage 

with.  

“From the beginning, KDWB has taken this matter very seriously and has been committed to making things right.  We 

have reached out to community leaders, and specifically Hmong leaders, so that we could work together to build a 

collaborative, productive and long-term relationship now and for years to come,” said Michael Crusham, President and 

Market Manager for KDWB/Clear Channel.  “The meetings last week were a culmination of our extensive, direct 

outreach over the past several weeks and represent the beginning of what we expect will be a positive, lasting 

relationship.  We are extremely pleased with our progress.” 

A representative for CAAR/Take Action Minnesota was also invited to join in last week’s meetings with KDWB.  Despite 

the organizations’ own repeated demands to meet with KDWB, both organizations declined the opportunity to participate 

in discussions and instead sought to dissuade others from participating in reconciliation talks.   

In a press release issued on May 8, Bao Vang, President and CEO of HND, stated that the meeting with KDWB was 

“very productive” and she is “optimistic that resolution can be reached” soon. Discussions with community leaders have 

included how the Hmong community was impacted by the song, management actions taken with KDWB employees, and 

opportunities to collaborate with the Hmong community going forward.   

Beverly Dusso, Director of Tubman and member of the KDWB/Clear Channel Local Advisory Board was present at both 

meetings last week and said, “I was very pleased to be a part of a process where the parties were able to move forward 

together in a trusting and healing environment.”       

 

About 101.3 KDWB-FM 
  

101.3 KDWB-FM is the Twin Cities leading CHR station, with nearly 1.1 million weekly listeners. 101.3 KDWB can be heard on FM, HD 

digital radio, on the Internet at kdwb.com, at iheartradio.com, and on the iHeartRadio mobile application on iPads and smartphones.  

KDWB-FM is owned by Clear Channel Radio, which serves 150 cities via 850 radio stations.    

 

 

 

 


